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LONG BEACH ELECTS 
NEW MAYOR 


Robert Garcia 23,296 Syn By 
Damon Dunn 21,398 | 47.9% 


City Council City Attorney City Attorney 


District 1 District 5 
Lena Gonzalez 1,375 60.4% Charles Parkin 26,804 61.8% Stacy Mungo 5,457 54.6% 
Misi Tagaloa 903 39.6% James Johnson 16,581 38.2% Carl Kemp 4,535 45.4% 


Source: longbeach.gov 
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Robert Garcia hammers down Damon Dunn 


Garcia’s 23,296 votes defeated Dunn by 1,898 votes, with 
a voter turnout of 17.6 percent in the election for Long 
Beach’s next mayor. 


By NICHOLAS RODRIGUEZ 
City Reporter 


The Long Beach mayoral election results are 
in, and after securing 52.1 percent of the vote 
Robert Garcia edged out Damon Dunn to win the 
election. 

Garcia said to the Daily 49er on Wednesday 
that he is committed to including Cal State Long 
Beach students for future plans for the city as 
Mayor. He emphasized utilizing and harnessing 
the creative energy on campus as a means for 
building a bigger, better Long Beach. 

“J want to make sure that we create an intern- 
ship program within the city, so that students are 
also able to participate at greater levels,” Garcia 
said. 

Among many milestones achieved with the 
new mayor, Garcia is Long Beach’s first Latino, 
first gay, and at 36, the youngest person ever to 
hold the office. 

“Y’m in this to be mayor of everyone, no mat- 
ter the age or the color of their skin or who they 
love,” Garcia said. 

Damon Dunn, who would have been Long 
Beach’s first African American mayor, ex- 
pressed congratulatory sentiments upon con- 
ceding the race to Garcia, according to the Los 
Angeles Times. Garcia’s 23,296 votes defeated 
Dunn by 1,898 votes, with a voter turnout of 17.6 
percent. 

“The city of Long Beach is lucky to have him. 
I’m proud of the support we built. But; this is 
Robert’s moment and he deserves it,” Dunn said. 

During the election, Garcia’s focus centered 
around consensus building, establishing his pre- 
vious experience as vice mayor and Ist district 
city council member to garner support from-other 
established local politicians. Garcia gained sup- 
port from known political figures such as Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and Rep. Alan 
Lowenthal. (D-Long Beach) 


Dunn’s campaign focused on his business ex- 
perience, highlighting his time as a real estate 
investor looking to use his business oriented 
expertise to bring more investment to the city of 
Long Beach. 

The new mayor-elect plans to release a new 
budget after he takes office on July 15, according 
to the Press Telegram. 

Both candidates ran hard campaigns, break- 
ing campaign finance records for the city of Long 
Beach. Garcia managed to raise over $450,000 
for his campaign, while Dunn invested over 
$700,000 of his own money to fund his cam- 
paign, according to the Press Telegram. Special 
interests provided additional financial support 
to both candidates, bringing the total amount of 
campaign expenditures to $1.5 million dollars. 

“T think you run, not necessarily to be the first, 
I know that there are certainly historical impli- 
cations of my election,” Garcia said as he deliv- 
ered a speech to his supporters aboard the Queen 
Mary in an election celebration Tuesday night. 

By the time polls closed at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 

the margin separating the two candidates was a 
slim 117 votes. Votes-by-mail were tabulated late 
into the night, the election results were not an- 
nounced until after 1 a.m. when all 278 of Long 
Beach’s precincts were tallied, and Garcia’s lead 
continued to increase. 
~ Garcia also said he hopes to build a new.in- 
frastructure within the city and here on cam- 
pus that will incentivize and sustain the “talent 
that’s coming out of the university” here in Long 
Beach. 
“For me; a top priority is being involved on 
campus,” Garcia said of his future plans for 
CSULB. “One of our greatest assets is Cal State 
Long Beach, if you think about it being the num- 
ber one applied to Cal State.” 


Number of registered voters in Long Beach 


256,735 


Ballots cast at the precincts 


22,82 


Ballots cast by mail 


22,42 


Total ballots cast 


45,25 


Percentage of registered voter turnout 


17.6 


CSULB names a new vice president for student services 


CSULB 
Carmen Tillery Taylor will 
be leaving Indiana State 
University for CSULB. 


You ube facebook. Cw 


Carmen Tillery Taylor 
is set to start her new 
position in July. 


By CrystTAt NIEBLA 
News Editor 


Cal State Long Beach officials an- 
nounced the selection of Carmen Til- 
lery Taylor as the new vice president for 
student services. The position has been 
open since August. 

Currently, Taylor serves Indiana 
State University as vice president for 
student affairs and dean of students, 


according to a campus news release on 
May 20. She has 28 years of experience 
in student services, according to the 
CSULB website. 

At Indiana State University, Taylor 
oversees programs and organizations 
such as the Student Counseling Cen- 
ter, Student Conduct and Integrity, the 
African American Cultural Center and 
the Office of Student Activities and 
Organizations, according to the press 
release. 

“T have loved my time at Indiana 
State, and appreciate the experiences 
there that have prepared me to join 
the dynamic leadership team at ‘The 
Beach,” Taylor said in the press re- 
lease. “I look forward to greater chal- 
lenges and opportunities to promote 


the student experience and student suc- 
cess.” 

Incoming CSULB President Jane 
Close Conoley said she appointed her 
experience in the student services field. 
“Another good thing about Dr. Taylor is 
that she collaborates — or that she’s a 
really good partner with academic af- 
fairs,” Conoley said. 

Taylor holds a connection between 
student life and academic affairs, which 
Conoley said are two things that should 
not be separate. 

“T was really looking for somebody 
who has the same philosophy as I have,” 
Conoley said. 

Taylor, who will replace retiree Doug 
Robinson, competed with a pool of oth- 
er candidates across the nation for the 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


position. 

Current interim vice president for 
student services, Mary Ann Takemoto, 
will pass on her duties to Taylor around 
July 28, according to the news release. 

Taylor’s duties will include leader- 
ship, strategic direction in services, 
policies and procedures relating to stu- 
dent services. She will also serve as a 
senior advisor to the president, accord- 
ing to the CSULB website. 

Overall, Conoley said that people 
from CSULB will be “delighted” to 
meet Taylor. 

“She’s just a warm [and] very en- 
gaging person,’ Conoley said. “I 
think she’ll bring a new perspective 
— which is always healthy for any or- 
ganization.” 
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University Art Museum renovation is underway 


JosH Bentrem / DAaiLy 49ER 


President of the University Art Museum Advisory Board Michael Davis, far left, architect Joseph Coriaty, center left, 
Director of University Museum Chris Scoates, center right, Interim Dean of College of Arts Christopher Miles, far right, 
stand with the renovation plans for the Art Museum on May 29. 


CSULB alumna graduates eight 


years after drug addiction 


Elena Encarnacion said 
that 12-step rehabilitation 
programs kept her clean 
from old habits before re- 
turning to Cal State Long 
Beach. 


By CrysTAL NIEBLA 
News Editor 


Each individual in the sea of black 
gowns has their own story of their voy- 
age toward graduation. Chapters of 
overnight and caffeine-induced eve- 
nings recounted in pairs of cords, pins 
or medallions, adorned by those leav- 
ing The Beach. 

Some walks take longer than oth- 
ers; some take as much as eight years 
longer. 

Elena Encarnacion, a 35-year-old 
graduating journalism major, would 
have already seen her commencement 
through in 2006 if it hadn’t been for an 
unscheduled deferment, just six weeks 
prior to her intended graduation date. 

Before her final walk, Encarnacion 
said she wanted to “accomplish some- 
thing she could be proud of.” She began 
to work on a feature story investigat- 
ing drug addiction for DIG Magazine. 
While researching, the subjects became 
her friends, and the story became her 
lifestyle. She had developed a crack co- 
caine addiction. 

“I thought the best way to do that 
would be an ethnographic approach,” 
Encarnacion said. “I’m going to go to 
Long Beach, check into a crack motel 
and write about the people who live 
there. I did that, and I literally got 
sucked into their world.” 

Journalism professor Barbara King- 
sley-Wilson, who was her professor at 
the time, brought in a colleague from 
the Orange County Register, to follow 
Encarnacion to the scene to offer guid- 


ance for journalists to handle danger- 


ous circumstances. 


Although she faced resistance from 
the higher-ups, such as the journalism 
department chair, Encarnacion pursued 
the story that she said would eventually 
cost her eight years of her life. 

“The chair at that time wanted to 
stop me from doing the story because 
he said it was too dangerous,” Encarna- 
cion said. “He was telling [DIG Maga- 
zine that they] couldn’t publish it and 

. it was an issue. It was like a little 
scandal.” 

Her venture into covering the crack 
community was even featured as a 
test question on the final exam of the 
department chair’s ethics class, where 
they had to “read [the article] and talk 
about different ethical issues,” Encar- 
nacion said. 

“TI was semi-living on the streets ... 
trying to write about their lives and try- 
ing to help them,” Encarnacion said. “I 
had six weeks left to go for graduation, 
and I just threw it all away. It’s insanity. 
And a year later I was a crack head.” 

Encarnacion said she financially sup- 
ported her addiction through disability 
checks and an airline job. She also said 
she siphoned money from insurance 
scams and from a former significant 
other she had been involved with. 

Their relationship had been a critical 
motive for Encarnacion’s first steps into 
addicted life as well as her final steps 
out, she said. She had first met him in 
the crack motel while researching her 
story. 

It wasn’t long until Encarnacion 
shared an apartment with him as well as 
the next five years of her life. “Eventu- 
ally the relationship was very violent,” 
she said. “I was overdosing. I was afraid 
that I was going to die.” 

Encarnacion knew leaving him be- 
hind would mean leaving the toxic 
habits she had acquired along the way 
behind as well. But the little she had 
— her apartment, her job, the addic- 
tion and her significant other — seemed 
even more obsolete after leaving. 


Depending on the day, Encarnacion 
would sleep in her car, a motel room or 
a jail cell if harassment from law en- 
forcement authorities proved-success- 
ful, she said. 

Out of desperation, she reached for a 
piece of cardboard and wrote “my dog 
is hungry” on it, she said. 

Encarnacion said she would com- 
mute up to three and a half hours by 
public transportation to beg in well- 
off cities such as Laguna Niguel. Food 
stamps and public services provided by 
local churches gave her enough food 
to get by. She said that anonymous 12- 
step programs kept her clean from old 
habits. 

Orange County Mental Health, 
which is a program free of charge, 
helped her find a psychotherapist to 
help her mentally adjust back into so- 
ciety. 

Encarnacion said that they “literally 
had an agenda written out” to return 
her to her life before her addiction. 

It wasn’t until Encarnacion‘s friend, 
a woman she had met through panhan- 
dling, suggested contacting the Cali- 
fornia Department of Rehabilitation, 
that Encarnacion thought about return- 
ing to school. 

“I went, I applied and the counselor 
asked me my story so I told her and she 
said, ‘Well why don’t you go finish? 
You only have one semester,” Encar- 
nacion said. 

A year and a half later, she returned 
to the journalism department at Cal 
State Long Beach, and was still re- 
membered by the staff as the “girl who 
wrote that story.” 

“J [thought] they’d never let me,” 
Encarnacion said as she recalled her 
doubts of returning to CSULB and 
completing her degree. 

Encarnacion currently interns at the 
Tokyo Journal and hopes to continue 
her education at Pepperdine University 
and pursue law. Public defense, human 
rights and protecting the underrepre- 
sented are all ideals soon to come full 
circle for this CSULB alumna. 
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es, it 

is. It’s 

impor- 

tant that 
the international 
community recognize 
and acknowledge the 
situation of separation 
that presently charac- 
terizes Israel. 

Back in April, The 
Guardian, and many 
others, reported that 
U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry 
had warned that, “if 
Israel doesn’t make 
peace soon, it could 
become ‘an apartheid 
state,’ like the old 
South Africa.” This 
marked the first time 
that a US official had 
“used the term apart- 
heid in the context of 
Israel.” 

The very next day, 
The Guardian re- 
ported that Kerry had 
apologized for the 
remark, and had said 
that “apartheid” was 
a “word best left out 
of the debate.” Now, 
we are not exactly surprised that Kerry has flip- 
flopped on his stance, but we do think it sends the 
wrong message. 

The word apartheid carries a very specific 
legal meaning; the word came about in reference 
to the legal system of racial segregation in South 
Africa after WWII. According to International 
Law, apartheid refers to acts “committed for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining domina- 
tion by one racial group of persons over any 
other racial group of persons and systematically 
oppressing them.” 

Despite the specificity of the definition, we feel 
that the phrase carries a connotation that does not 
require a legal system of racial separation in order 
to constitute apartheid. The de facto situation in 
the occupied territories of Palestine more than fits 
this criteria. While Palestine is not part of Israel 
on paper, per say, it is in large part under Israel’s 


OUR VIEW: 


Is Israel an apartheid state? 


economic, military and political control, and we 
believe that this should be taken into account. 

For example, in Palestine, Israel exerts military 
control over the population. The well-known 
controversy of Israeli settlements and so called 
“security barriers” that block the Palestinians 
from free movement throughout their own terri- 
tory are imposed without their consent under the 
direction of a foreign government. 

Israel’s blockades against the Gaza Strip in 
particular have created a humanitarian crisis. The 
UN has reported that a third of Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip are “food insecure,” meaning 
that they are at risk of starvation. Israel claims 
that these are security measures to stifle terrorism 
and nobody doubts their effectiveness. However, 
it is our opinion that while starvation and oppres- 
sion may suppress terrorism, it is still incredibly 
immoral and objectionable. 


The Israeli government has much to complain 
about, with two bouts of terrorism against Israel 
in recent memory, Israel feels that these measure 
are necessary for their survival. What seems to 
escape them however is that the continued sup- 
pression of Palestinian independence will surely 
inspire more terrorism and more upheaval in the 
region. The moves that Israel is making can cause 
short-term security gains however they foster 
poverty, extremism and political oppression, very 
potent sources of terrorism. 

With such great Israeli power over the Pal- 
estinian territories, it seems clear that Israel is 
an apartheid state, but even worse, the Israeli 
government shows no interest in changing this for 
the better. Recently, after the two factions of the 
Palestinian government, Hamas and Fatah, an- 
nounced a united government, Israel cut off peace 
talks with the Palestinian government. When 


given the rare opportunity to negotiate with a 
united front, representing all of Palestine, Israel 
regressed and refused to take advantage of such a 
positive development. 

Debating over terms and.definitions may seem 
like merely a political game, but the weight that 
the word “apartheid” carries is significant. Once 
the world classifies Israel as an apartheid state, it 
opens up the architects of the policy to prosecu- 
tion by the International Criminal Court. 

We feel that the first step needs to be an inter- 
national acceptance that the word apartheid ap- 
plies to Israel. This is not a condemnation of the 
people of Israel, it is a condemnation of the Israeli 
government that enforces such policies. Through 
bringing justice to those who have brought about 
this policy of apartheid, we pave the way for a 
two state solution where both Palestine and Israel 
can live together independently and peacefully. 


GOT AN OPINION?’ 


EMAIL OPEDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


Daily 49er 


Paige Pelonis 
Editor in Chief 
eicd49er@gmail.com 
(562) 985-7998 


Multimedia Manager Josh Bentrem 
Print Director Priscella Vega 
News Editor Crystal Niebla 
Sports Editor Anita Wang 
Diversions Editor Jesus Gonzalez 
Opinions Editor Hunter Paul 
Photo Editor Sarah Borean 
Design Director Danielle Carson 


Editorial Office 
Phone (562) 985-8000 
Fax (562) 985-7994 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., SSPA 004B 
Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


TV Producer Drew Unger 
Radio Producer Carolina Solorio 
News Anchor Scott Bosco 
LB City Beat Nicolas Rodriguez 
Cartoons Editor Lisa Nguyen 
Social Media Editor Donn Gruta 
Online Editor Michael Ares 
Design Adviser Gary Metzker 
Content Adviser Barbara Kingsley-Wilson 


Editorials: All opinions expressed in the columns, letters and cartoons in this issue are those of the writers or artists. The 
opinions of the Daily 49er are expressed only in unsigned editorials and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journalism 
department or the views of all staff members. All such editorials are written by the editorial board of the Daily 49er. 


General Manager 
Beverly Munson 
(562) 985-5736 


Advertising Manager 
Matt Dalton 
(858) 539-3728 


News Assistant Emily Rasmussen 
News Assistant Justine dela Rosa 
News Assistant Cynthia Mauleon 
Sports Assistant Oscar Terrones 
Diversions Assistant Sean Mosley 
Opinions Assistant Melody Ademisoye 
Opinions Assistant Michael Wood 
Opinions Assistant Jovanna Madrigal 
Online Assistant Cat Tompkins 
Online Assistant Colin Sum 


TV Campus Events Producer Mimi Nguyen 
Assistant Radio Producer Fergie Rosales 


Letters Policy: All letters and e-mail must bear the phone number 
of the writer and must be no more than 300 words. The Daily 49er 


reserves the right to edit letters for publication in regard to space. 


Business Office 
Phone (562) 985-8001 


Fax (562) 985-1740 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., SSPA 010B 
Long Beach, CA 
90840--1601 


Design Assistant Natalee Coloman 
Design Assistant Greg Diaz 
Photo Assistant Carli Critchfield 
Photo Assistant Leslie Gonzalez 
TV Sports Producer Jose Medina 
TV Diversions Producer Larissa Olsen 


Staff Reporter Brooke Becher 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


OPINIONS 


www.Daily49er.com 


» 


. Thursday, June 5, 2014 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


No Doubt in this Rebuttal 


By JAY DENT 


dapting Faith Through Doubt is a theatrical adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning play Doubt: A Parable 
by John Patrick Shanley. This means that the script is used word for word, but not that the entire play is 
produced, and some of the imagery/choreography varies from the original production. I used light shadow 
theatre to show demonic possession and spiritual warfare. The play ran from May 1- 3 in the USU Beach 


Auditorium. 


The original play has four characters, and in this adaptation there are 13 characters. There are three nuns, the mother 
of the African American student who could possibly have been molested and nine other shadows who act behind a large 


screen to give a visual interpretation of the story. The shadows also represent demons that seek to destroy and kill the central 


characters by physically infecting them: Father Flynn, Sister Aloysius and Sister James. Not only did I add music, fight cho- 
reography, audience interaction and light shadow theatre, I also added an angel and demon to show the spiritual warfare and 
the fight over human control. At times the angels would speak through one character, they would switch and speak through 


the other to create uncertainty. 


For Pelonis to say that the majority of people who arrived were my family members is false. People who read the front 
page newspaper article in the Long Beach Press Telegram came to see the production. These are people I do not know, and 
who asked to take pictures with me afterward. 

Pelonis referred to my article in the Long Beach Press Telegram improperly by talking about me being “a voice for the 
underdog,” I have experienced racial discrimination from the theatre department, which is why I created the Black Actors 
Union, and moved my production to the Beach Auditorium, which doesn’t have the standard theatrical lighting and stage 


equipment. 


If the audience left feeling uncertain about whether Father Flynn molested Donald Muller, then I have succeed as a 
director. This is what the script calls for, there is no certainty, and there is doubt that he may or may have not done it. For 
the Daily 49er to say that they left my production not sure of what I was arguing for, that is exactly what they are suppose to 


feel, uncertainty. 


Jay Dent graduated in Spring 2014 from the CSULB University Honors Program with a degree in Theater Arts. 


China and Russia Sign $400 Billion Natural Gas Deal 


Will the Obama Administration’s 
sanctions against Russia do anything 
to affect President Vladimir Putin’s 
geopolitical calculus? Forget about it. 

China just signed a $400 billion 
deal to buy Russian natural gas for the 
next 30 years, providing Beijing with 
amore secure line of clean energy and 
Moscow a much-needed economic 
and diplomatic boost, according to 
ForeignPolicy.com 

However, the new pact also provides 
Putin with another crucial win. Russia 
can now sidestep the U.S. and European 
sanctions aimed at punishing him for his 
seizure of the Crimean peninsula and his 
efforts to foster unrest in Ukraine. 

Essentially, the natural gas deal 
between Russia and China renders our 
attempts to impose economic sanctions 


against Russia toothless. 

In regards to the recent energy deal 
between China and Russia, Zachary 
Goldman, the former Treasury Depart- 
ment sanctions official said, “I don’t 
think this inhibits the ability of the 
U.S. and its partners to impose sanc- 
tions in the short term, but I do think 
it could affect the ultimate price those 
sanctions would exact in the medium 
term,” according to ForeignPolicy.com. 

With the stroke of a pen, Russia has 
dramatically expanded its sources of 
foreign direct investment eastward, 
while minimizing its reliance on West- 
ern energy consumers. 

Since Europe obtains about 30 percent 
of its gas from Russia through pipelines 
in Ukraine, Russia’s nefarious actions 
in Ukraine have provided the impetus 


By HunTER. PAUL 
Opinions Editor 


for Europe to start looking elsewhere for 
energy, according to the New Yorker. 
Russia derives roughly half of its budget 
from energy revenues and Europe ac- 
counts for roughly 75 percent of Russia’s 
export market, according to Stratfor and 
ForeignPolicy.com; thus, Europe’s plans 
to rely less on Russian energy sources 
have deeply worried Moscow. 

After Putin’s seizure of the Crimean 
peninsula, Russia’s economy tanked 
and investors ran for the hills. Accord- 
ing to Forbes, about $63.7 billion left 
Russia in the first quarter of this year 
alone. Moreover, the International 
Monetary Fund expects capital flight 
in Russia to exceed $100 billion by the 
end of the year. Thus, Russia seriously 
needed an injection of foreign capital 
to offset the capital flight. 


Since China’s reliance on coal has 
produced major pollution problems, 
Beijing has started to recognize the 
need to use cleaner energy sources to 
fuel China’s booming economy. 

As aresult of Russia’s capital flight, 
Europe’s calls to minimize its reliance 
on Russian energy, and China’s desper- 
ate need for cleaner sources of energy, 
Russia and China’s recent marriage 
was a match made in heaven. 

So far, the sanctions against Russia 
have been more symbolic than punish- 
ing. In an effort to drive a wedge 
between Putin and his closest allies, 
the Obama administration has frozen 
the assets of 45 prominent Russian 
oligarchs, according to Forbes. 

Additionally, the U.S. has frozen 
the assets of 19 banks and companies. 


Notably lacking in these sanctions is 
the Russian energy giant Gazprom, 
which accounts for 78 percent of the 
country’s national natural gas output 
and 25 percent of Europe’s imported 
natural gas from Russia, according to 
the American Enterprise Institute. 

In sum, our sanctions will do noth- 
ing to curb Putin’s treatment of the 
international arena like a zero-sum 
chess match. The colossal energy deal 
between China and Russia will only 
embolden Putin, providing Moscow 
with a much-needed injection of capital 
and a substitute for Western consump- 
tion of Russian energy. Thus, Putin 
will continue to flex his muscles while 
exploiting the anarchic structure of the 
international arena without regard for 
our current sanctions. 


13 Years Of Afghan Occupation Damages America’s Security 


In October of 2001, Apple released 
the first iPod, Windows XP made its 
debut and N’sync topped the Billboard 
Top 40 charts; however, the biggest 
news story of all was the NATO inva- 
sion of Afghanistan in the wake of the 
September 11 attacks. 

In a country still reeling from the 
terrorist plot that took down the World 
Trade Center, we demanded retribu- 
tion, and the violence of that day begat 
greater violence in a largely isolated 
and chaotic country that many Ameri- 
cans knew very little about. It is now 
June of 2014. Justin Timberlake is no 
longer in a boy band, and app develop- 
ers dominate the software market; 13 


years later, the conflict in Afghanistan 
is still a pressing concern. How could 
we let this happen? 

Recently, President Obama an- 
nounced that he intended to keep a 
small force in Afghanistan for at least 
the next couple of years. Although 
reducing our troop presence from 
30 thousand American soldiers to 10 
thousand is a good start, it is hardly 
the withdrawal that is needed in order 
to truly keep Americans out of harm’s 
way. A complete withdrawal is the 
only thing that can guarantee the 
safety of Americans in Afghanistan. 

With each passing scandal and 
every attack that is reported, whether 


/ 


By MiIcHAEL Woop 


Opinions Assistant 


at a market in Kabul or at a check- 
point in the mountains, we must ask 
ourselves, what do we gain from this 
nasty war? Is the world safer now 
that Afghanistan borders on the edge 
of catastrophe? Can we sleep better 
at night knowing that we now face 
two militant Islamist movements in 
that region, including one in nuclear- 
armed Pakistan? 

America can now see that terror- 
ism does not suffer when we fight it 
violently. On the contrary, it grows 
and propagates. Americans observed 
this first hand from the civil war that 
erupted in Iraq in the early 21st centu- 
ry. We see it in the occupied territories 


of Chechnya and Palestine. Without 
realizing the effects of military occu- 
pation, Americans are repeating these 
results in Afghanistan. 

Our involvement incentivizes ter- 
rorism. Though Afghanistan, under the 
rule of the Taliban, may have been a 
conducive environment for terrorists to 
operate in, Afghanistan under foreign 
military occupation is a petri dish for 
extremist views and a call to arms 
for those who fall into such violent 
ideologies. 

From the Fort Hood shooter, to the 
bombers of the Boston Marathon, 
many terrorists who lived in the United 
States and had little reason to hate this 


nation have found plenty of reason 
through the unjust occupation of Af- 
ghanistan. This encourages the Taliban 
to kidnap, extort, terrorize and attack 
their enemies by staying in Afghani- 
stan, which creates an environment 
full of grudges and the desperation 

to act out against the United States 
through our occupation. 

You cannot change what has already 
happened, you can only change the fu- 
ture. Sadly, any sort of policy decision 
cannot repair 13 years of occupation in 
Afghanistan. The only thing we can do 
is end our occupation now, before 13 
years becomes 15 years. 
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Small 
Expo, 


Comic book fans 
rejoice as the Comic 
Book Expo returns to 
Long Beach. 


By Jesus GONZALEZ 


Diversions Editor 


A Blues Brother and a Ghostbuster 
having a casual conversation while 
smoking a cigarette along the prom- 
enade in Long Beach, surrounded by 
iconic cars from “Jurassic Park,” “Back 
to the Future,” and “Speed Racer” can 
only mean one thing. 

The Long Beach Comic Book Expo 
returned on May 31 and June | to the 
Long Beach Convention Center, and it 
was swarmed with fictional characters, 
comic book fans and artists alike. 

The event brought together an ar- 
ray of panels, vendors, publishers and 
a sense of geeky comradery that was in 
the air throughout the event. 

Attendees like Ernie Flores were 
decked out in their best costumes. 
Flores is a member of 501st Legion, a 
worldwide costuming club in which 
members dress up as villains from the 
Star Wars series. 

His costume in particular was a clone 
trooper named Comet from “Star Wars: 
The Clone Wars Animated Series” — 
similar to the iconic Stormtrooper from 
“Star Wars,” but with a grey design out- 
lining the mask and armor. 

“tt’si:fun to get out and let your in- 
ner dork come out,” Flores said. “[You] 
have fun with your friends, meet a lot of 
people, share your interests with others 
and have fun with it.” 

Married couple Gary and Shannon 
Howe also displayed. their best Star 
Wars attire at the expo. Gary was wear- 
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ing the Snowspeeder costume from 
“The Empire Strikes Back,” and his 
wife, Shannon, was dressed as an X- 
Wing Pilot. 

“We make and sell everything you 
see here today,’ Gary Howe said. “We 
try to go to as many of these things as 
we can, with time permitting of real 
lives and such.” 

They attended Comic-Con San Di- 
ego back in 1999 and are always ecstat- 
ic to attend and dress up at conventions. 

Conventions like this offer fans a 
taste of the industry they have grown 
to love, and are also a portal into the 
minds of the creators. 

Among the dozens of invited guests 
was Gerry Conway, co-creator of “The 
Punisher,” and he is also the man re- 
sponsible for scripting the death of 
Gwen Stacy in “The Amazing Spider- 
Man” comic book series. 

He began writing for “The Amazing 
Spider-Man” series when he was 19. 

“Peter Parker and I were the same 
age, so I tried to use my experiences 
when writing,” Conway said. “When 
[Parker] was trying to find an apart- 
ment so was I, [when Parker was] get- 
ting an ulcer that was my experience 
as well, [his] relationships with women 
were similar to mine, although my girl- 
friend didn’t fall off a bridge.” 

Conway is also credited for writing 
the crossover between Marvel and DC 
Comics in “Superman vs. The Amaz- 
ing Spider-Man.” 


Avid comic book reader andhigh» 


school teacher Ricardo Aburto said 
Conway was his reason for attending 
the expo and was ecstatic to have a cou- 
“ple of comics signed by hit. ~ ~ 

What Aburto enjoys most about this 
expo in Long Beach is the intimacy and 
convenience. 

“T went to San Diego Comic-Con 
and that was more movies and video 


games,” Aburto said. “I didn’t really” 


like it; I like these kinds of cons bet- 
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Miss Pirate Savvy, left, Ani-Mia, Constantine In Tokyo, and Vegas Power Girl, right, pose at the end of 
their panel discussion called “Cosplay Does Not Equal Consent,” during the Long Beach Comic Expo. 


ter...It’s small, you can get to the bath- 
room easy, you can get food easy and 
parking is easy, too.” 


*« The-scheduléd program featured -funs « 


activities like tutorials on how to draw 
characters from “My Little Pony” with 
Tony Flores who is an artist on the show. 
™* ‘Attendees also had the opportunity 
to learn how to draw characters from 
“The Simpsons” and “Futurama” with 
the help of Tone Rodriguez of Bongo 


Comics, which was co-created by Matt. 
_ Groening, creator of “fhe Simpsons.” = 


The event included a room solely 
dedicated for laser tag and it wasn’t sur- 


prising to see masked comic book heroes 

and villains alike joining in on the fun. 
A panel titled “Cosplay Does Not 

Equal Consent” featured four profes- 


Siohal cosplayers*such as Constantine ‘ 


in Tokyo, Miss Pirate Savvy, Vegas 
Power Girl, and Ana-Mia-- « - 
The panel discussed the difficulties 
and repercussions of being a profes- 
sional cosplayer. 
They all agreed that larger cons like 


ee ee 


jematic ‘fot theff profession because it 
brings in geeks but also mainstream 
attention, which doesn’t always under- 


‘Maleficent’ is not so magnificent 


FACEBOOK 
» Angelina Jolie 
- in Disney’s 
Maleficent. 


Disney fans may be 
excited for “Malefi- 
cent,” but viewers 
shouldn’t expect 
much. 


Out of all the animated vil- 
lains that Disney has presented, 
there has been only one who truly 
deserved to have her story told in 
a different light. She is one who has 
haunted children for decades with her 
pointed horns, glaring stare and men- 
acing laugh. She is the evil Maleficent. 
With such an iconic villain, Disney 
took on the task of presenting the vil- 
lainess’s side of the story from the car- 
toon classic, “Sleeping Beauty.” While 
the source material is present through- 
out the film, ““Maleficent” takes several 
liberties that are quite uncalled for — it 
leads to a predictable movie that will be 
sure to disappoint fans of the original. 
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This is unfortunate as it is written by 
Linda Woolverton, who wrote Disney 
classics such as “Beauty and the Beast” 
and “Lion King.” Woolverton’s script 
for “Maleficent” was brought to life un- 
der the direction of Robert Stromberg 
who made his directorial debut with the 
film. 

Immediately the viewer will notice 
the same CGI quality as experienced 
in Tim Burton’s “Alice in Wonder- 
land,’ not necessarily in terms of the 
sets, but with the exaggerated effects 
on certain characters. Some might be 
overwhelmed by the inhabitants of Ma- 
leficent’s domain as well as the three 
fairies whose CGI heads are a bit an- 
noying. 

Putting aside the mediocre effects, 
the storyline begins decently showcas- 
ing the turn of events that cause Malefi- 
cent to be traumatized and become the 
villain that she is. 

Once she becomes the character 
that the audience knows and loves, the 
movie goes on for about 40 minutes 
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of boring scenes and dialogues with 
young Princess Aurora, whom Malefi- 
cent cursed. 

The performances are what truly 
saved this movie from being a total di- 
saster. 

Angelina Jolie’s performance as Ma- 
leficent was magnificent. She is flawless 
as the villain, and the viewer will feel for 
her character. She can be both menacing 
and sympathetic when she needs to be. 

Jolie is Maleficent, just like Robert 
Downey Jr. is Iron Man and Johnny 
Depp is Jack Sparrow. 

The performance by Sharlto Copley 
also helps the film. Known for his per- 
formances in movies such as “District 
9” and “The A-Team,’ the audience 
can expect another golden performance 
from Copley, who pulls off a king who 
is obsessed with eliminating Maleficent. 

The story puts new twists on charac- 
ters such as Maleficent’s crow compan- 
ion, who is transformed into a human 
being by Maleficent on film. 

An appearance of the prince from 
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stand the subculture. 

Ana-Mia was dressed up as Psylocke 
from “X-Men” encouraged and praised 
every one who came out to embrace 
‘theit. inner-geeky —»« « 

“Everyone is a geek for something. 


~ <»Some- people: dress-tp* wittF letters Son 


their face and go to games with a foam 
finger, guys go out and ride bulls, I 
think that’s kind of crazy,’ Ani-Mia 
said. “So we all have things that we 


San Diego Comic-Con..can~beprob~like“that-other-people ‘might think are 


strange but if you are open minded and 
accepting you'll be amazed how much 
you can learn from other people.” 


— By MIcHAEL ARES — 
Online Editor 


“Sleeping Beauty” was uncalled for and 
randomly shoehorned into the movie. 

However, some scenes in the movie 
are indeed neat to look at. The cinema- 
tography work is beautiful, and the mu- 
sic score is good enough to bring you 
into the world of Maleficent. 

But for all the plot twists that “Ma- 
leficent” tries to conjure, it is still pre- 
dictable. There are plot holes that will 
make the audience tear the movie apart. 
The movie ends in one of the most con- 
venient ways that audiences have seen a 
million times before. 

The trailer made it seem like “Malefi- 
cent” would be a darker story of the queen 
of villainy, but after the first half hour it’s 
evident that the film is more catered to- 
ward children who will most likely enjoy 
this movie with its light-hearted humor 
and cartoonish atmosphere. 

Viewers probably won’t hate them- 
selves for watching “Maleficent,” but 
the overall outcome of the experience 
will be determined by how much one 
hyped this movie. 


did you know the 
daily 49er 
ha 


sa 
youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


CLASSIFIEDS ' 


ClassAdD49er@gmail.com www.Daily49er.com Thursday, June 5, 2014 


show your support for 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


You@@lyT 
Coffee Mugs $7 


ewitter 


facebook 


Go to 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


Purchase now at SSPA 010B Daily 49er Office - (562)985-5736 


ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE — 
(| NO REFUNDS [| MINIMUM SIZE: 3 LINES  =—=—- | RATE PER DAY: No. of Runs X 


_ | *NEW CLASSIFICATION LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE. __ $2.00/line 1 day : 
fusion $1.50/ine 2-4 days De Coal s) (aaaae 
*PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE : : 
CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. = et Sane 


$ .80/line semester rate 
TO PLACE AD ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM Additional $1.00 charge for bold Balance Due 


PRINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 


(IF ALL CAPS, 27 CHARACTERS). 
Special Instructions: BLD, ITALIC, ETC. 


Bold Charge = $ 


[ N D E X (CIRCLE APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATION) 


10. Announcements 31. Internships 50. Apts./ Houses Wanted 
11. Organizations 32. English Tutoring 52. Roommates Wanted 
12. Typing 33. Tutor Needed 54. Apts. for Rent 

15. Volunteers 34. Pets 56. Houses for Rent 


SEPT. OCT. 
JAN. FEB. 
MAY JUNE 


3 4 5 


10 tt 2 
17 18 19 
24 25 26 
31 


18. Insurance 35. Employment Opport. 57. Rooms for Rent 
20. Travel 36. Auditions 58. Condos for Rent 
25. Lost 39. Jobs Wanted 59. Condos for Sale 
26. Found 40. Misc for Sale 60. Houses for Sale 
27. Legal Services 41. Computers for Sale 79. Motorcycles 

28. Child Care 43. Music Lessons 84. Used Cars for Sale 
30. School & Instruction 46. Boats 88. Used Cars Wanted 


8 


Thursday, Jume 5, 2014 


SPORTS 


www.Daily49er.com 


No rings, 


Despite losses 
throughout the sea- 
son, at least seven 
49ers claimed honors. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Assistant 


It was the middle of April, and the 
Long Beach State baseball team had 
just lost another series, losing two out 
of three on the road against conference 
opponent UC Davis. The Dirtbags had 
fallen to a 16-18 record, on their way to 
concluding yet another mediocre sea- 
son, something that’s become the norm 
over the last several years. 

At that point, the best thing going for 
the team was that there was still a lot 
of baseball to be played, and the Dirt- 
bags weren’t without talent. Instead of 
staying down, they fought back, and it 
turned out they were more resilient than 
they thought. 

It started with a home series against 
UC Santa Barbara that followed a series 
loss to UC Davis. Already a month into 
conference play, the Dirtbags were just 
4-5 in the Big West as they prepared to 
face the Gauchos at Blair Field. 

The Dirtbags won two out of three 
against UC Santa Barbara, and they 
wouldn’t look back from there. They 
continued their excellent conference 
play with series wins against Cal Poly, 
Cal State Fullerton, Hawaii and UC 
Riverside. A sweep of UC Irvine at 
home helped clinch the program’s first 
postseason birth in six seasons. 

The Dirtbags’ postseason ride ended 
in the NCAA Regionals, but not before 
making some noise. Having to travel 
cross-country for the Gainsville Region- 
als, the Dirtbags defeated North Caroli- 
na 6-1. Right-hander Andrew Rohrbach 
was outstanding, tossing 8.1 innings 
while only allowing one run. The Dirt- 
bags would defeat the Tar Heels a second 
time before being eliminated by College 
of Charleston on Monday. 

The early postseason exit by no means 
took away from what the Dirtbags ac- 
complished this year. They finished 34- 
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ut notable honors for the Dirtbags 
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Andrew Rohrbach pitches in the regional game against University of North Carolina on May 30. He threw 8.1 innings in the victory. 


26 overall and 17-7 in conference, finish- 
ing second in the Big West Conference. 
The 34 wins were the most since 2008, 
when the team finished 38-21. 

For their terrific season, several 
Dirtbags received much deserved in- 
dividual honors. Shortstop Garrett 
Hampson, outfielder Richard Prigatano 
and pitcher Josh Frye were selected to 
the All-Big West First Team. Frye was 
also selected to the Collegiate Base- 


ball’s Louisville Slugger All-American 
Second Team. 

First baseman Ino Patron and pitcher 
Ty Provencher earned second team 
honors, while Andrew Rohrbach was 
an honorable mention. 

In addition to being selected to the 
All-Big West First Team, Hampson was 
also named the 2014 Big West Fresh- 
man Field Player of the Year. According 
to LBSU’s athletics website, Hampson 


is only the second Freshman of the Year 
at LBSU, joining current Major Leagu- 
er and Washington Nationals infielder 
Danny Espinosa. 

The honors didn’t stop there for 
Hampson. The freshman was named 
to the Collegiate Baseball Newspa- 
per’s Louisville Slugger Freshman 
All-American team. The only the other 
freshman in school history to be recog- 
nized with the national award are Espi- 


nosa and Troy Tulowitzki. 

Like most college baseball pro- 
grams, the Dirtbags will lose several 
key contributors either to graduation 
or the MLB draft. It will be up to head 
coach Troy Buckley’s excellent recruit- 
ing and coaching in order for the team 
to have continued success. If this sea- 
son was any indication for success, the 
Dirtbags’ return to college baseball’s 
elite should be a lengthy one. 


The Beach stays hot 


Long Beach State continually climbs toward the top as having a respectable athletics program. Three Big West championships in the spring helped Long Beach State claim its fourth straight Commissioner’s 
Cup, an award given to the top athletics program in the conference, while women’s tennis, softball and men’s track and field were the titleholders that helped LBSU surpass Cal Poly by one point. This marked 
the narrowest margin of victory in the 16 years of the competition. These three teams, however, aren’t the only ones making noise at The Beach. 


Volleyball 


Taylor Crabb continues to put his name in the books after four impressive years on LBSU men’s volleyball team. After he 
garnered the most kills on his team, led the nation with 4.80 kills per set, ranked second in points per set (5.33), and held the 
top-15 honor in the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation in digs per set (2.16) and hitting percentage (.371), Crabb was named a 
Volleyball Magazine NCAA All-American for the third time in his career. 


Soe 
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Taylor Crabb digs a ball in a match against Southern California. He led his team in kills this season. 


CompiLep By ANITA WANG 
Sports Editor 


Men’s Track and Field 


Long Beach State men’s track and field team qualified 22 individuals to the 
NCAA West Preliminary Championships after coming off its second consecu- 
tive Big West championship two weeks ago. Although more than half the quali- 
fiers didn’t achieve the automatic bid last week, three 49ers did: sophomore Willie 
Alexander (long jump), junior Chris Low (800m) and sophomore Chris Enriquez 
(10,000m) will represent LBSU at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Champion- 
ship in Eugene, Ore. from June 11-14. 

Low established a school record 1:47:52, entering the national championships 
with a No. 8 ranking while Alexander and Enriquez are both ranked 16th in their 
respective events. 

With strong performances at the West Preliminary last weekend, the 49ers 
jumped 33 spots to No. 77 in the latest U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association national rankings, the highest ranked out of the Big West. 
They were also fifth in the final USTFCCCA West Region rankings, surpassing 
Pac-12 members Washington, Arizona, UCLA, Washington State and Stanford. 


Baseball 


After ranking 22nd in the nation in ERA and 18th in hits per nine innings and ac- 
complishing the second longest streak in scoreless innings in school history, senior 
Josh Frye was selected to Collegiate Baseball’s Louisville Slugger All-American 
Second-Team. Frye is the first Dirtbag All-American since 2008. 

Similar to Frye, freshman shortstop Garrett Hampson became the first Dirtbag 
to be selected to the Freshmen All-American team after being crowned Big West 
Freshman Player of the Year and the All-Big West First Team shortstop, and led his 
team with 74 hits and 44 runs scored. 


